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Inaugural address for the opening 
of the 2015-2016 Academic Year

by FRANÇOIS-XAVIER DUMORTIER, SJ
Rector Magnificus of the Pontifical Gregorian University

The 2015-2016 Academic Year 
was inaugurated with 
a solemn Mass held 
at the Church of Saint Ignatius 
last October 5. 
We publish here 
the Rector’s inaugural address

Iwould like to highlight four dimensions of the task we can
take up and accomplish together:

• intellectual commitment
• dedication to the mission of intelligence
• advancing with humility
• living the generosity of an open view

Intellectual commitment

Intellectual commitment is our common perspective, and it will
be our daily duty. Intellectual labour through teaching, research,
study and discussion is the raison d’être of a university. The be-all
and end-all of a university is to nurture intelligence. It is a strong
commitment, because the duty of human intelligence – and a fortiori
of Christian intelligence – is to reflect, analyse, search, and think.
We are well aware that Christian faith does not diminish but in fact
impels and sharpens the will to actualize the full potential of reason

«Our burning 
commitment»
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and to conduct man to truth, goodness and
beauty.

Intellectual commitment does not lead
us away from the world. We cannot strive
forward with eyes half-closed or shut, with
ears plugged, as sleepwalkers in the midst
of things, or as spectators who take solace
in withdrawal: we must be right here, in our
present time, and allow ourselves to be
challenged by the tragedies and injustices
of the contemporary world, by the endless

war and tragic turmoil, by the cry of despair
of those, who need the help of someone
who dares to look, to listen and to be in-
volved. Intellectual commitment means
serving as a sentinel, who watches over and
awakens human responsibility, who im-
plores us to think about our historical and
spiritual condition, who reminds us there is
determination in the intelligence and
strength in the faith that will not allow us
to give up.

This is why our commitment cannot be
detached or cool, but rather afire. An inner
fire must burn to live with rigour the de-
mands of having to analyse closely all aspects
of our reality, to overcome the fatigue of
days when you are walking in utter dark-
ness, to reflect patiently and carefully, de-

manding everyone’s undivided involvement.
It is indeed a burning commitment, because
we are all aware of the gravity and urgency
of the challenges that lie before us – chal-
lenges we cannot ignore without seeking to
escape from our human and Christian re-
sponsibility. A commitment of this kind
brings us closer to a deeper understanding
and to a broader reflection, to a perspective
that is far removed from the superficiality
and narrowness of a cowardly mind and
from the voices that speak too loudly.
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Dedication to the mission of intelligence

What is at stake is the mission of intelli-
gence, human and Christian, in today’s
world. It is about an open intelligence, one
that does not fear broader horizons but, on
the contrary, is afraid of narrow-minded-
ness. It is about an intelligence that goes deep
down, that reaches down to the roots of the
problems at hand, a profound kind of intel-
ligence that is wary of superficiality. It is
about an intelligence that marches on, which
longs for truth, because it will not bear the
slavery of artificiality and shallowness. It is
about a courageous intelligence that is not
afraid to go against the tide, because it will
not succumb to undiscerning chatter. It is
about an intelligence that is faithful to that
which drives it deep inside, shunning what-
ever would prevent it from progressing fur-
ther. It is about a creative intelligence that
does not fear new fields of knowledge, but
dreads, on the contrary, intellectual sterility
and the slumber of intelligence.

Endorsing the mission of intelligence
means accepting this unending intellectual
conversion; it means allowing the Lord to
convert our intelligence, so that it can ac-
complish its mission.

Advancing with humility

Humility is the sign and seal of true in-
telligence. Intellectual labour never ceases,
because it means stretching one’s ability to
the fullest, questioning those limits that, in
the silence of research, are turned into ever-
broader horizons. In this voyage that never
ends, a thought can blossom – a thought
profound, forward-looking and, therefore,
humble.

But humility in relation to intellectual
commitment must also be fervour for intel-
lectual commitment. The fervour that
comes from the heart; that opens the inner
path of love leading to those frontiers,
where it is possible to fully grasp what is
meant by committing ourselves and by fol-

The students of the
Gregoriana have the
task to animate the
liturgy in the main
celebrations which
take place during the 
academic year: the
Pontifical French
Seminary at the last
Mass of the Holy
Spirit, and, 
on the other page,
the Pontifical 
Mexican College at
the previous 
Thanksgiving Mass.
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lowing Christ on the streets of tomorrow.
Fervour is the flame of an intelligent heart.
Without fervour, intellectual progress is
merely a job like any other and may even
slide into cold, heartless, intellectualism.

This kind of fervour expresses spiritual
energy that allows you to burst out, to
throw away the fetters that hold down the

spirit and the soul. While this walking
humbly is an experience you must live on
your own, I dare say it is something we
must live together as a university, as a uni-
versity community. We must withdraw
from individualism and self-reference so
that we can account «for the hope that is in
you» (1 Pt 3:15).

EDITORIAL
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Living the generosity of an open view

The word “generosity” may appear to
be somewhat passé. A word that brings to
mind a face, where wrinkles run deep. A
word that causes concern to those, who are
used to weighing everything to avoid get-
ting involved. “Generosity” is a key word
for us, and for several reasons, but chiefly
because we are called to live international-
ity as an opportunity and responsibility.
Our strong intercultural awareness invites

us to develop the means to strengthen dia-
logue with each and all; it calls us to listen
and to speak, to learn from each other, to
share with everyone and, therefore, to live
plurality, respecting all.

This kind of generosity, which does not
depend merely on individual character,
keeps an open view. We can ask the Lord to
grant us the grace of a generous intelli-
gence, an intelligence freed from the shack-
les that repress it, an intelligence that is
capable of going beyond social, religious
and cultural barriers. 

The Church and the world need an in-
telligence that can understand the Word of

the Lord: «put out into the deep water» (cf. Lk
5:4). Yes: “Go out into the open and you will
be able to understand what struck you and
be struck by what you have understood.” If
we accept putting out into deep water, we
can tell the Lord: “We have seen how Your
Spirit is at work in all places and situations,
how it is at work in the innermost recesses
of human life and in the deepest folds of our
history. We want to study, to teach, to re-
search, putting our openness in the service
of the Church and the world, to serve You

and to open Your
way unto the heart
and intelligence of
each one of us. You
know it is our will to
be entirely devoted
to Your mission and
to be with You in the
heart of the world.
This wish of ours will
allow us to walk with
Your grace – the
grace you bestow
upon us day after
day.”

Intellectual com-
mitment, dedication to
the mission of intelli-
gence, advancing with
humility, living the
generosity of an open
view: four calls or,
rather, four aspects of
our common pursuit
in this Academic
Year. We can thus re-
call what the Holy
Father indicated, on
April 10, 2014, as

being the heart of our commitment: «Your
intellectual commitment, in teaching and in
research, in study and in the most compre-
hensive formation, will be all the more fruit-
ful and effective the more fully it is
animated by love for Christ and for the
Church, the more the relationship between
study and prayer is strengthened and made
more harmonious. This is not out-dated,
this is the centre!».
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